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Ricardo Certification to perform assurance 
role for Serbian high-speed link 
 

It can be revealed that Ricardo has been appointed to provide 

Notified Body services for the Belgrade-Budapest high-speed 

rail upgrade project 

Since it first opened to international traffic in the nineteenth century, the 350km 

Belgrade-Budapest line has operated as a vital rail corridor between Central- and 

South-East Europe. However, its present-day infrastructure means that journey times 

between the two cities for passenger and freight services can take up to eight hours. 

 

Following the proposed upgrade of the line – which will support speeds of up to 

200km/h – direct journey times between the two European capitals will be substantially 

reduced to around three hours. The full extent of the line will be developed in three 

stages, with work in Serbia recently commenced.  

 

Key assurance role 

Following a decision by the Serbian rail authorities to adopt the European Technical 

Specifications for Interoperability (TSIs), a Notified Body is required to act as an 

independent third-party, conducting verification activities during its planning, 

construction and testing.  

 

The joint stock company for public railway infrastructure management (“Infrastructure 

of Serbian Railways” JSC) has selected Ricardo Certification to perform the Notified 

Body role for the railway’s Serbian section – the 184km section of the route between 

Belgrade and the border with Hungary.  

 

“We are pleased that Ricardo has been selected to support this important European rail 

infrastructure project,” commented Michiel Vernooij, business manager of Ricardo 

Certification. “The work will be carried out using our accredited Notified Body 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registered in England: 222915 Shoreham Technical Centre, Old Shoreham Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex, BN43 5FG, UK 

Ricardo plc 

Shoreham Technical Centre,  
Old Shoreham Road,  
Shoreham-by-Sea,  
West Sussex,  
BN43 5FG, UK 
 

processes, and our team of expert assessors verified as possessing the required level 

of competence. We look forward to working with Infrastructure of Serbian Railways 

through to the completion of this section of the high-speed rail upgrade.” 

 

Ricardo Certification operates as a separate and entirely independent business within 

the Ricardo group and is accredited by relevant regulatory authorities to provide 

assurance services to the rail industry. It is accredited and appointed in multiple 

regions against the requirements of EN17065 and EN17020. 

 

Ends  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With a 
century of delivering excellence and value through technology, our client list includes the 
world's major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, 
energy companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values 
of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to 
achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. Ricardo is listed in the FTSE4Good 
Index, which identifies global companies that demonstrate strong environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) practices. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
 
 
Ricardo Certification has origins in the rail sector, where it has performed independent 
assessment roles on a range of high-profile projects. In Europe the company performs the 
Notified Body role on the central section of London’s Crossrail and provides Assessment Body 
services for the migration of Denmark’s national network to ERTMS operation and control. In 
Asia the company has supported the introduction of new signalling products to the market, 
including the first such technologies to be developed by domestic suppliers. 
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